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STEP 1: THE WHAT – Start your response by writing WHAT your argument is and  

        WHAT your text is about.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
RESPONSE 
STRUCTURE 

TOPIC: 

 
  Always answer 
the question 
(reword). 
  
  Explain your 
topic by giving 3-4 
thesis points – (these 
are your argument 
points.) 
 
 
 
 

 
Reword Questions and link to way language is used to create a voice. 
 
 
What is a distinctive voice? Outline this clearly, use quotes. Eg: Plato on 
rhetoric… 
 
Make sure you rephrase the concept ‘distinctive voice’ to avoid 
repeating it.  
 
 

 
2ND INTRODUCTION 
RESPONSE 
STRUCTURE 
 
  Always 
introduce your text 
by giving a brief 
(few sentences) 
outline of what it is 
about.  
 
 Link your thesis 
points with your 
texts by explaining 
their purpose. 
 
Underline the titles of 
texts:  
Eg: Life is Beautiful 
 
 

 
 
 
When introducing your texts, if you are looking at speeches, introduce 
the ‘art of rhetoric’ and the mastering of this to 
engage/challenge/inspire/call to action in an audience.  
 
 
 
Also discuss the ‘voice’ created within a text that does the same things (if 
it is not a speech) 
 
 
 
This discussion will link directly to your thesis and question 
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STEP 2: THE HOW – The body of your response will prove your thesis points. 

1. POINT: Start with a TOPIC SENTENCE (thesis point from your intro), 
2. EVIDENCE: Show how it is seen in the text – (Technique + quote)  
3. EXPLAIN: how it links to the question 
4. REFLECT: how does this affect your personal response? 

 
 
THE BODY: PARAGRAPHS 
RESPONSE 
STRUCTURE 

Follow the P.E.E.R. Structure for each paragraph 

 
   POINT: 
This is your Topic 
sentence and sets up 
a mini argument.  
 
 
   EVIDENCE: 
TECHNIQUE + 
QUOTE from the 
text to prove this 
point is true. 
 
 
   EXPLAIN: 
- How does this 
technique create 
meaning? 
  
- How does it 
PROVE your Topic 
sentence? 
 
- How does it link to 
the question? 
 
- How is the 
meaning similar or 
different to other 
related texts? (If 
relevant) 
 
   REFLECT: 
- What is your 
personal response or 
understanding? 

 
 
Begin with your topic sentence/thesis statement (reveals how 
language is a powerful tool in creating a distinctive voice) 
 
 
 
Use your text/speech to show this. 
 
If you discuss a speech and Rhetoric, you should really discuss how 
Kairos, Ethos, Logos and Pathos fit into their powerful use of 
language. 
 
 
When discussion techniques employed by the speaker/text, make 
sure you link them to how they AFFECT/IMPACT on an 
audience. 
 
Does the distinctive nature of the voice: inspire/challenge/call to 
action ….. incite feelings in the audience?  
 
Eg: if you discuss ‘anaphora’ make sure you discuss what it does to 
the audience, how does it make them feel, does it incite intense 
emotional responses,? Does it build emotion/fervour/etc…?  
 
Don’t discuss techniques on their own “he uses repetition in the 
lines…” You must look at how the technique 
connects/affects/impacts on the audience. How do they react?  
 
 
 
 
Link back to the questions and the rubric: that language 
techniques help create a distinctive/memorable/powerful voice that 
achieves a purpose. 
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STEP 3: CONCLUSION  
 
RESPONSE 
STRUCTURE 

This is almost a restating of your introduction – it sums up your 
whole argument. 

 
  Always re-
answer the question 
(reword). 
  
 
  Restate your 3-4 
thesis points – 
(show how you have 
proved these to be 
true in your texts). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rewords the question, and an overview of what you have analysed. 
 
 
Revisit the notion of distinctive voices (try not to repeat this 
terminology!) 
 

- Rephrase 
- Use alternate vocabulary (but means the same thing) 

 
 
 

 


