
Writing a good Response 
Written by J.Boshell – How I would approach this question, with explanatory notes 

All essays I have read so far lack substance, structure and understanding on this topic 
 
YOUR INTRODUCTION: 
1. Re-interpret the question (thinking about how you will link it to your texts) 
I know I want to talk about relationships, objectives, beliefs, power in my answer so I outline 
them here first – this signposts my argument logically for my marker 

 
EXAMPLE: 

Compare how your texts use dialogue to explore the human experience 
 
Composers use dialogue to explore the dynamics of the human experience.  Human 
nature in itself is a process of establishing relationships and status within society, and 
achieving objectives. It is through language that we define ourselves in relation to 
others, make sense of our world and express our opinions.  The purpose of dialogue 
varies depending on the objective behind what is said, it is important to understand 
the interpersonal nature of speech in manipulating, controlling and asserting status or 
ideologies in conversations.  
 
 
2 Ticks for the following comments  
Check your own essay as you go  – can you give yourself 2 ticks for each comment? 
 
 
 
 
2. Now you can introduce your texts – however when you do this, make sure you link them 
by contextualising them IN RELATION to the ABOVE arguments you have set up  

• Also when I do this I will again refer to the question, however since I have already re-
interpreted the question in my introduction, I can use any of the statements I have 
said human experience entails. Notice how my introduction makes it easier for me to 
answer this question as it gives me more structure and scope in my answer. 

 
EXAMPLE 

The dynamics of human nature are effectively explored within The Club a play by 
David Williamson and The Flea a poem by John Donne. Both texts reveal the 
intricate nuances in dialogue that enable the speaker to establish their relationship and 
seek to achieve a specific agenda. Although very different texts in their content, both 
composers play on the interpersonal nature of speech in manipulating, persuading and 
controlling situations.  The power of language throughout The Club enables the 
audience to identify the art of manipulation and control within a conversation, 
exposing the pragmatism of the business, whereas the purpose of language in The 
Flea shows how dialogue can be an effective persuasive technique, as the speaker 
persuades his listener to compromise her faith and consummate their intimate 
relationship. Throughout both these texts, the composers use dialogue to explore the 
intricate nature of human relationships. 
 

REWRITE YOUR INTRODUCTION – WITHOUT A GOOD 
INTRODUCTION YOU WILL NOT GET A GOOD ANALYSIS BECAUSE 

THERE IS NO LOGIC OR STRUCTURE TO YOUR ANSWER 
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Comment: Question has been reinterpreted 
and elaborated on to provide a closer 
examination on your understanding of the 
‘human experience’. This also provides you 
with a structure to your analysis.  SO my 
marker knows I will look at how: 
1. Language establishes relationships,  
2. How it establishes status and 3. How it 
reveals/achieves objectives 

Comment: The rest of the introduction has 
expanded the analysis by linking the question 
directly to the RUBRIC.: 
1. The nature of speech in expressing and 
defining ourselves,  
2. The purpose of dialogue – its interpersonal 
nature and effects on others ie: manipulation, 
persuasion etc… 

Comment: The response introduces both 
texts, and links BOTH to the arguments 
established in the opening introduction. 
(RUBRIC) and links directly to the question  - 
my arguments are still broad in order to 
encompass both texts 

Comment: The second part now elaborates 
on the texts in more detail, contextualising 
them in relation to the question and rubric 
already established, without RETELLING the 
whole story, and keeping the texts relevant 


